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CONFERENCE 2013 

Jointly promoted by

H.E. Luc Vandebon, Ambassador & Head of the Delegation of the 
European Union (EU) to Malaysia 

H. E. Luc Vandebon, Dato’ Wong, Tan Sri Soong,  Ms.Rose and Dato’ Leong

Datuk Dr. Choo Yuen May, Director General, Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
(MPOB)

Dato’ Dr. Nadzri Yahaya, Director General, Department of National Solid 
Waste Management

In conjunction with the Conference, the Malaysia Biomass Industries
Confederation (MBIC), represented by Dato’ Leong Kin Mun and Tan
Sri Dato’ Soong Siew Hoong, Advisor, also witnessed the launching of
the Malaysian Exporters of Biomass and Related Services Directory by
the Malaysian External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE).

Big names in the biomass industry who spoke at the sessions include
Datuk Dr. Choo Yuen May, Director General of the Malaysian Palm Oil
Board (MPOB), Datuk Dr. Abd Shukor Abd Rahman, Director General
of the Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute
(MARDI), Dr. Anli Geng, President of BioEnergy Society of Singapore
(BESS), Mr. Martin Groszek, Managing Director of Torftech Ltd. and Mr.
Toru Nagao, Director for International Cooperation at the New Energy
Foundation, Japan (NEF), among others. This way, delegates were 
able to engage with top-notch speakers and explore partnership 
opportunities with local and regional biomass industry players.

As prelude to the two-day conference, a dedicated Pre-Conference
Seminar on Green Technology Commercialisation and Financing was
held on 20th May 2013, bringing together top level representatives
from Malaysia Debt Ventures Berhad (MDV), Export-Import (EXIM)
Bank, Maybank, Mizuho Asia Partners Pte. Ltd., Keppel Infrastructure
Fund Management Pte. Ltd. (Singapore), and Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corporation (SMBC) to share experiences and perspectives
on biomass and green technology projects financing.

More than 200 delegates attended this international event, 
representing the following sectors: Palm oil mills, sawmills & rice mills; 
biomass traders; commercialisation entrepreneurs; renewable energy 
(RE) technology providers; environmental services providers & 
logistics companies; producers of solid biofuel, biofertilisers, bioco 
posites, biochemicals, eco-products and MSW companies; financial 
institutions, investors, carbon project developers; certification bodies,
research institutions & universities (RIUs), industry associations as well
as government authorities.
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Malaysian Biomass Industry Action Plan (MBIAP) 2020 
charts the roadmap for biomass industry development 
for SMEs
By  Nurhidayati
MBIC is proud to be a part of the launching of the Malaysian Biomass 
Industry Action Plan 2020 (MBIAP) on 12 November 2013 in the 
presence of H.E. Luc Vandebon, the Ambassador and Head of the 
European Union Delegation to Malaysia during Biomass SMEs Recog-
nition Programme & Final Knowledge Exchange Seminar in Kuala 
Lumpur this morning.

The MBIAP 2020 is the culmination of four years’ activities by The 
Malaysian Industry-Government Group for High Technology (MIGHT), 
undertaken jointly with the Biomass-SP (European Union-Malaysia 
Biomass Sustainable Production Initiative) under the EU SWITCH-Asia 
programme between March 2010 and October 2013. 

MBIC has played an integral role in the preparation of the report via 
participation in the stakeholders’ consultation session, organization 
of site visits to EU experts and delegations, as well as sharing of 
industrial data and market research information.  

En Mohd Yusoff Sulaiman, the President and Chief Executive Officer, 
MIGHT highlighted that the MBIAP “aims to provide a concerted 
strategy and action plan in developing local SMEs as key players in 
driving the Malaysian biomass industry towards realising higher 
value products from the country’s biomass resources.”

Positioning Malaysia as the regional and international biomass hub 
by establishing the nation as the focal point for internal and external 
biomass stakeholders in trading, logistics, technology, engineering, 
equipment, standards development, investments and finance is also 
highlighted. 

“Unlocking of the biomass feedstock for downstream utilization via 
optimizing the efficiencies of resource utilization is essential in 
freeing the excess biomass towards new high value products.” added 
Dr. Sivapalan Kathiravale. Apart from this, smart utilization of biomass 
via commercialization and scaling-up of local know-how and 
expertise was also among the action recommended.

Malaysia Industry-Government Group for High 
Technology (MIGHT) 

H.E. Luc Vandebon, Ambassador & Head of Delegation of the European 
Union to Malaysia receiving the Malaysian Biomass Action Plan 2020 
and Biomass Benchmarking Study from Mr. Mohd Yusoff Sulaiman, 
President & Chief Executive Officer, Malaysian Industry-Government 
Group for High Technology (MIGHT), accompanied by Dato’ Leong Kin 
Mun, Technical Advisor, Biomass-SP.
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Enhancing international co-operation for technology 
transfer & innovation collaboration between China 
and the ASEAN region
By  Nurhidayati

MTS Fibromat listed as one of the Malaysia’s Top 10 
for Green Products and Services Companies
By  Nurhidayati

 
MBIC would like to congratulate Mr. Danny Ng, the Managing Director, MTS Fibromat 

Sdn. Bhd. for the company’s recent achievement to be listed as one of the Malaysia Top 

10 Green Products and Services Companies in Malaysia, nominated by “Top 10 of 

Malaysia” Magazine.

The recognition was given to recognize the efforts of the companies to take the lead 

in providing environmentally-friendly products and solutions that will help to limit 

environment degradation across the globe. 

MTS Fibromat (M) Sdn Bhd has a long history and experience in the manufacturing of 

erosion control products using biomass substrates in collaboration with Eco Concept 

Sdn Bhd, its associated company. 

Fibromat is a one stop centre in Malaysia for bio-engineering, erosion and sedimenta-

tion control, slope protection and flood mitigation products. These products are made 

from agricultural waste such as, paddy straw, palm oil empty fruit brunches fibers and 

coir fibers. The company’s services cover revegation, revetment systems (for shoreline 

and coastal protection), slope stabilization and soil improvement, sediment control 

and storm water management. As a leader and pioneer in the production of erosion 

control products in Asia, Fibromat exports to more than 13 countries globally.

Among indicative projects discussed were commercialisations of 
palm biomass to biochar, activated carbon, as well as the conversion 
of sugarcane bagasse to biofuel.

Malaysia Biomass Industries Confederation (MBIC) recently signed a    
partnership agreement with the China ASEAN Technology Transfer Centre 
(CATTC), an agency jointly established under the Ministry of Science and 
Technology China (MOST China), the ASEAN Committee of Science and 
Technology (ASEAN COST) as well as the Science and Technology Authorities
of ASEAN Member States

Mr. Danny Ng, Managing Director of MTS
Fibromat at the Top 10 award dinner

The partnership agreement was signed in conjunction with the 1st
Forum on China-ASEAN Technology Transfer and Collaborative
Innovation held on 3-4 September 2013 in Nanning, China.

Speaking on behalf of the association at the forum, MBIC President
Dato’ Leong Kin Mun said the partnership agreement seeks to 
include MBIC in co-establishing the China-ASEAN Technology 
Transfer Network (CATTN), thereby encouraging the flow of science 
and technology cooperation and technology transfer in the field of
biomass among enterprises, universities, and R&D institutes within
the CATTC and MBIC network.

Signing the partnership with the Director General of Guangxi Science
and Technology Department Mr. Xie Naitang, both parties have
agreed to, among others, host delegations from Malaysia and China
to explore technology transfer activities in their respective countries,
and enable MBIC members and stakeholders access, utilize and
contribute relevant information to the China-ASEAN Technology
Transfer Information and Sharing Resources Matchmaking Platform.

A major event at the 10th China-ASEAN Expo, the inaugural forum
was held to showcase outstanding innovation achievements from
China and ASEAN member states, while promoting technology
matchmaking and innovation within the China-ASEAN Technology
Transfer Network. According to Dr. Sivapalan Kathiravale, Principal Analyst, MIGHT who

presented the MBIAP during the event, products in the Bio-Energy, 
GreenChemical, Bio-Fertilizers, and Bio-Composites/Materials sector 
for which SMEs who handle the various major sources of biomass in
Malaysia i.e. palm biomass, woody biomass, rice husks and straws,
kenaf and municipal solid waste are primed to gain from the
forecasted future major market which is able to add value to these
products by RM10 to RM20 billion per annum.

The Malaysian Industry-Government Group for High
Technology (MIGHT) is a not-for pro� t company limited by
guarantee under the purview of the Prime Minister’s
Department. MIGHT plays a key role in developing Malaysia’s 
high technology for business through its role as a think-tank,
private-public consensus building and business nurturing
platforms. It is an organisation built on the strength of
public-private partnership with more than 100 members,
both local and international, from industry, government
and academia.
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11TH International Sago Symposium (ISS) held in           
Manokwari, West Papua Province , Indonesia
6th – 8th November 2013 
By Ivan Ho

Many Malaysians may not be aware that Sago palm, unlike rubber 
and oil palm (which came from Brazil and Nigeria respectively) is 
indigenous to Malaysia as well as many parts of Asia Pacific and Sago 
starch extracted from Sago palms that are readily available in these 
areas have been an important food source for the local population for 
thousands of years. 

Ivan Ho Bee and Alysia Lim of Biotechnology Diversified Industries 
Sdn Bhd have recently attended the 11th International Sago Sympo-
sium held in Manokwari, West Papua Province (former West Irian Jaya) 
of Indonesia from 6-8 Nov 2013. ISS is a biennial event which has so 
far been held in South East Asian countries and Japan. The aims of ISS 
are to bring together all stakeholders such as political leaders, 
researchers, environmentalists, private companies, etc and to provide 
a platform for the exchange of information / researches / communi-
cation on all  important issues that affect the Sago industry such as  
the sustainable planting and harvesting of Sago palms, sustainable 
usage of sago as an important raw material for energy and food using 
high-technology, the sustainable disposal/utilization of Sago waste 
for environmental protection, etc and at the same time to preserve 
the social and culture aspects of the local population.

CHE Group Asia clinched RM2 billion business deal by                
promoting greenhouse gas emission reduction with 
biomass technologies
By Nurhidayati

Johor Baru-based CHE Group of Companies has clinched a RM1.97bil 
(US$620mil) contract to undertake the design, engineering work and 
commissioning of 20 rice husk biomass plants in the southwestern 
part of Vietnam.

The biomass pre-treatment and power generation company beat 
contenders from China and Singapore who were also eyeing the 
lucrative contract. Business director Chong Che Chek said the 
contract also involved the supply of related equipment for power 
generation at all plants.

“The plants will be installed in four phases over five years with the 
engineering work of the first plant to start by year-end,’’ he said in an 
interview with StarBiz on Tuesday. Chong said the plants – each with 
10MW capacity – will be located in six provinces namely Dong Phap, 
Hau Giang, An Giang, Can Tho, Kiew Giang and Soe Trang. He said the 
company would collaborate with Hau Giang Power Plant Joint Stock 
Company from Vietnam to supply 200MW of electricity using the rice 
husk biomass.

Strategic Approach to Biomass Commercialization

According to CHE Business Director Chong Che Chek, the                       
collaboration is a result of the company’s active participation in the 
biomass value chain development both locally and regionally in the 
past few years. 

The company was one of the selected small and medium                       
entrepreneurs (SMEs) under the EU-Malaysia Biomass Entrepreneurs 
Nurturing Programme  (EUM-BENP), a flagship initiative of the 
EU-Malaysia Biomass Sustainable Production Initiative (Biomass-SP), 
a development cooperation project funded by the European Union 
(EU) under the SWITCH-Asia Programme. 

As part of EUM-BENP, the company has taken part of various capacity 
building programme initiatives, trade delegations and stakeholders 
consultation with relevant biomass stakeholders. 

In May 2012, the company announces strategic partnership with ERK 
Eckrohrkessel GmbH (ERK), The Fitzpatrick Company (Fitzpatrick) and 
Torftech Ltd (Torftech) to intensifying cooperation between four 

engineering companies to develop the Biomass Pretreatment and 
Power Generation equipments including processes. The agreements 
were made official through the signing of a Memorandum of                
Understanding (MoU) on 8th May 2012 in conjunction with the 
EU-Asia Biomass Best Practices and Business Partnering Conference 
2012 held in Putra World Trade Center, Kuala Lumpur. 

The company also worked closely with the Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
(MPOB) to develop the said technology. “We signed the the              
Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with our international              
technology collaborators, our activities are currently progressing well 
and with
MPOB on board, this will form a very unique and perfect team           
consisting of advanced technologies companies, equipment 
manufacturer and research institution. With this combination, we will 
be able to work efficiently to achieve our mission.” 

“Malaysian engineering companies are the best candidate to develop 
a suitable technologies to process the local palm biomass. In order to 
develop an advanced technology, the right partner to do R&D is 
crucial.” 

Sustainability Every Step of the Way

True to the meet the spirit of sustainable consumption and                   
production (SCP) promoted by the SWITCH-Asia Programme, CHE has 
adopted the ‘Don’t Waste the Waste’ as the corporate slogan. 

With the development of advanced Palm Biomass Pre-treatment and 
Power Generation Technology, companies will be able to convert 
palm biomass into either energy fuel or raw ingredient for                      
biochemical production. “Palm biomass can potentially become of the 
revenue sources in the palm oil industry and we have to use the 
biomass wisely. Our company’s mission is to develop efficient 
technologies suitable to handle the palm biomass to serve the 
industries in the biomass value chain. Therefore, technology                  
accessibility and reliability is essential.”

Going back to its multibillion project in Vietnam, Chong said the rice 
husk power plant is the first of its kind to be build in Vietnam, and and 
one of its unique features is the ability to produce non-hazardous 
high quality ashes.

Meanwhile, managing director Chang Khong Keong said that the 
non-hazardous ashes could be turned into cement substitute and 
silica fume for the semi-conductor industries.

“Although rice husks were easily available in Vietnam, many investors 
were not keen to invest into such biomass plants due to the low feed 
in tariff. As a result, the local environment has become more polluted 
as the rice husks were currently disposed in an environmental 
“unfriendly” manner such as open burning”, he said. 

 “The Vietnamese Government is now providing incentives by  
improving the feed tariff to encourage investors to seriously consider 
biomass power generation projects,’’ he said.

Chang said after Vietnam, the company would expand to Cambodia 
with six rice husk biomass plants there followed and Myanmar as both 
countries offered good prospects in the renewable energy sector. He 
added several parties in Indonesia and the Philippines had also 
approached the company expressing their interest to collaborate in 
the rice husk biomass plant project.

Chong (in the middle) says the plants will be installed in four phases over 
five years. With him are Chang (left) and general manager Cheong Mun 
Sang.




